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The Metamorphosis
Introduction
In the story, The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka depicts the story of Gregor Samsa, who is a traveling salesman, transforming into a giant insect, which Kafka describes a monstrous vermin (Kafka 3). The depiction of Gregor in this manner acts as a symbolic element that seeks to ensure that Kafka can depict his own life considering that he uses the symbol of the giant insect as part of promoting imagery in the story. From that perspective, it is evident that Kafka’s depiction of Gregor and his struggles portrays Kafka's real-life experiences with his damaged self-image, hardships of the workforce, and relationship issues within the family. The principal focus of this report is to help evaluate how the portrayal of Gregor as a giant insect acts as a symbolic reference to Kafka's own life. In other words, the key focus will be about influence of the story as a depiction of Franz Kafka's personal experience. 


Damaged Self Image
The depiction of Gregor Samsa as a giant insect, literary described as a monstrous vermin, portrays Kafka's damaged self-image considering that he seeks to represent how other people view him. The use of the gigantic symbol was a representation of how people saw Kafka in his real life. The first significant aspect portrayed in the physical transformation of Gregor into an insect was an indication of Kafka’s subconscious. This aspect is depicted when Gregor turns into a diseased bug. Based on the depiction, it is evident that Kafka has a damaged self-image where he felt that people in the society did not like his physical appearance and viewed him as a valueless creature that is a nuisance in the organization.
According to Sepp, the transformation of Gregor into an insect was a representation of social anxiety, which is a critical element of portraying Kafka's damaged self-image (101). The story seems to suggest that Kafka is going through a phase or struggle in dealing with the issue of self-image. Kafka uses the depiction of Gregor in the story as part of his overall subscription towards portraying the fact that he may have struggled in trying to build his understanding of the self-image. The fact that Gregor turned into an insect and acquired the voice of an animal portrayed how Kafka felt about his self-image. In this case, it is evident that Kafka did not view himself as a rational human being, thus the use of the image of insect.
Kafka uses the story with the sole focus on highlighting the fact that people tend to go through a wide array of phases in their lives. These phases tend to differ regarding overall self-perception, which affects the way one man view others. Additionally, it also acts as a clear indication that people tend to experience significant challenges in trying to build their levels of understanding on what would be of value towards portraying their self-images. In this case, Kafka uses the imagery of Gregor with the sole focus on exposing his understanding of life.
Hardships of the Workforce
On the other hand, the story seeks to portray some of the notable difficulties of the workforce in several significant ways, which are essential in trying to determine how the workforce is struggling. When Gregor wakes up, the first thought that runs through his mind is the fact that he has overslept his train to work. Then Gregor starts pondering on some of the critical consequences of his delay (Kafka 4). One of the necessary implications that Gregor considers is the fact that his boss does not want any excuses or explanations from the employees regardless of the reasons that may have contributed to their lateness when coming to work.
From that perspective, it is evident that the workforce is portrayed as struggling one. In most cases, this fact creates some form of challenge for the workers thinking that some of the reasons or explanations are quite genuine. O'Connor argues that the depiction of the fact that Gregor's employer does not want to listen to  the employee's ideas and reports serves as a clear indication that workers tend to lack the element of freedom within their workplace (62). Mostly, it creates a situation when a majority of the workers may feel that the position in the workplace is portrayed more as being slaves than employees. The case arises from the fact that the workers are expected to meet specific standards regardless of the challenges that they may experience in their personal lives.
Gregor's portrayal in the story also seeks to support an apparent lack of trust between employees and employers focusing on the fact that most of the employers fail to work on building trust with their employees. The ultimate outcomes is that majority of the employees tend to develop that feeling of fear towards their employers transforms into hard or challenging aspect for them to achieve or maintain positive relationship. For Kafka, this is one of the critical factors that affect the majority of the employed people, some of whom find themselves facing essential issues in trying to define their positions within the particular workplace.
Relationship Issues within the Family
The attitude to Gregor by his family after his transformation also seeks to highlight essential relationship issues with the family. Gregor believes that his family tends to show some form of disunity. In one particular instance, Kafka portrays Gregor as having been injured during the process where his father is driving him back to his room with a cane and a rolled newspaper. Still, Gregor’s father does not seem to care about the injuries his child received. Silhol indicates that this fact acts as a clear depiction of the lack of empathy within the family when members of it fail to recognize the fact that the child may need some form of help (7). Instead, these members seek to operate as if it is not within their responsibility to take care of others within the family.
Gregor's depiction as a giant insect serves as a symbolic reference to the fact that Kafka was struggling within his damaged self-image as has been discussed earlier. However, he goes through a phase of life where none of his family members seeks to care about the fact that Franz is facing this particular issue. Instead, the family members seem to shut him out leaving him to struggle with his problems on his own. Thus, it acts as a clear indication of the fact that Kafka faced vital difficulties in trying to portray himself from the perspective of his family.
Conclusion
In summary, the story in which Franz Kafka seeks to portray the transformation of Gregor Samsa into a giant insect aims to anticipate the experience that Kafka may have got during his life. On the other hand, the story also seeks to portray hardships the employees face within a company  and relationship issues within the family. The critical element of focus is that Kafka uses imagery within this particular story with the sole intention of ensuring that readers would be able to recognize some of the issues mentioned.
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