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Comparison of Al Capone’s Organized Crime and Modern Terrorism   
	Organized crime has always been a major problem for a civilized society. In the 1920s, a crime lord Al Capone took advantage of the Alcohol Prohibition Act to create criminal syndicate. Based in Chicago, Al Capone’s empire had a major impact all over the USA and even across the borders. Al Capone’s criminal enterprise exploited high demands for alcohol present at the time and took an aggressive and violent approach when confronting law enforcement. The activities of Al Capone’s criminal group left a profound effect and their example is often followed by modern organized crime groups.  A careful evaluation of the 1920’s Al Capone criminal empire reveals a close similarity between the underground enterprise that he ran and terrorism-based criminal networks that exist today as this research paper reveals. 
Historical Background
	Al Capone was an immensely charismatic and intelligent individual, his personal qualities greatly contributed to the success of the criminal enterprise. He was borne to a family of poor Italian immigrants who settled in New York (Nix). At young age, Al Capone was already involved in criminal activities including robbery and smuggling. By the age of twenty, Al Capone moved to Chicago where he got a job as an enforcer for a local cartel. The Alcohol Prohibition Act of the 1920s created a major opportunity for cartels to provide alcohol at premium prices (Smith & Papachristos 1). Through the combination of violence and cunning planning, Al Capone achieved leadership over the cartel he used to work for as a common enforcer. Through cunning, he was able to keep law enforcement away from his enterprise using bribery and having connections at the high places. Through violence, he was able to expand his business empire often physically eliminating competitive gangs and crime groups (Nix). For example, those who refused to buy alcohol from Al Capone’s cartel would have their clubs blow up (Nix). Finally, Al Capone always presented himself as a friend of the poor who even run free soup houses in Chicago and gave vast amounts to charity. 
	Al Capone’s organization was involved in many illegal activities but would never have achieved its notoriety had it not been for the alcohol prohibition of the 1920s. Among the activities that the cartel had been involved in before was running illegal clubs, gambling, and prostitution (“Al Capone”). When the alcohol prohibition was put into place in the 1920s, there was a very high demand for alcohol at premium prices. Most historians argue that it is this opportunity that created the criminal market niche which Al Capone was able to explore and dominate(Nix). Ironically, the legislation designed to control and minimize alcohol use, instead provided a social and economic basis for organized crime groups to thrive.
	Al Capone and his syndicate primarily operated in the 1920s and early in the 1930s before he was arrested, convicted, and eventually incarcerated in 1933 (“Al Capone”). Between 1920 and 1925 Capone worked within the ranks of a brothel as street enforcer and bouncer. In 1925, he inherited the cartel from his then boss Johnny Torrio making Capone a cartel leader (“Al Capone”). It is the period between 1925 and 1930, which Al Capone operated as a cartel boss and was able to realize his criminal agenda. The late 1920s was a period of rapid economic growth in America providing numerous opportunities, both legal and illegal (“Al Capone”). The boost in economic growth also instigated proliferation of organized criminal groups of the likes of Al Capone’s. 
	The entry of the 26-year-old son of poor Italian immigrants into the annals of American history can be attributed to the combination of opportunity and social climate of the time. 
The introduction of the alcohol prohibition policy created an opportunity for the criminal smuggling movement of the 1920s to boost and diversify their operations. Because of the alcohol prohibition, there was a demand for illegal alcohol supplies, and because of the unfairness of the prohibition, there was a motivation to break the law (Smith and Papachristos 1). Al Capone took advantage of this opportunity by providing alcohol to poor Americans who harboured the sentiment against the government for depriving the general populace of the traditional commodity. Thus, poorly thought-through government policy was the major factor contributing to the successful operation of well-organized criminal groups.
Connection to the Modern Day 
	There are numerous examples of who Al Capone model is employed or followed by modern terror organizations and criminal groups. Currently, the most prominent terror organizations are based on Islamic fundamentalists ideology. Just as with Al Capone and the unfair alcohol prohibition, the fundamentalists refer to social injustices such as the war between Israel and Palestine as moral grounds of their activities. Having a cause that seems to place the rich against the poor gives the terrorists some form of social justification for their illegal causes (Rousseau 24). 
	Secondly, just as there was a demand for cheap alcohol in the 1920s, the modern terrorists take advantage of the global demand for narcotics today. Many terror organizations have elaborate global drug cartels that manufacture cocaine in South America and heroin in Asia. The produced drugs are then illegal sold in Europe and North America. For example, the Hezbollah group that has an intricate and elaborate global cocaine smuggling network use its funds to support acts of terrorism (Valencia). Finally, just like Al Capone, these organizations present themselves as friends of the poor and the oppressed whom they are considered to be fighting for. However, the organizations are not per se interested in the poor but rather in waging their war against the western nations and in many cases at the expense of the very poor that they pretend to be fighting for (Chard 3). 
Conclusion 
   	It is possible to say that social injustice has contributed to the appearance of organized crime and international terror organizations. However, neither Al Capone nor the modern terrorist organizations can be considered champions of justice and order. Instead, they took advantage of the existence of social injustice to create criminal empires to meet their own ends. In the 1920s, the alcohol prohibition was a major instrument of social injustice that denied the poor access to alcohol yet making it available for the rich who could afford it. Al Capone took advantage of the social injustice, associated with the prohibition, to build a massive smuggling operation. As part of the smuggling empire, Al Capone combined violence and bribery to grow a massive criminal organization that has ensured his place in American history. On the other hand, there is an issue of social injustice in the Middle East. Criminal organizations such as Hezbollah have been created with the alleged intent to mitigate the social injustice but are instead enriching themselves through a global narcotics empire. In the 1920s and the modern times, social injustice meets with a criminal genius to create an undergoing but very rich criminal empire. 
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